Speech by the Prisoner ThurtelL

she went to the hovel in which her father was accustomed to milk John
the cow, where they found him murdered in a most inhuman
manner- that a suspicion immediately falling ^ on her brother, and
there being then some snow upon the ground, in which the footsteps
of a human being to and from the hovel were observed,, it was agreed
to take one of her brother's shoes and to measure therewith the ^im-
pressions in the snow. This was done, and there did not remain a
doubt that the impressions were made with his shoes Thus con-
firmed in their suspicions,, they then immediately went to the prisoner's
room, and after a diligent search they found a hammer in the corner
of a private drawer with several spots of blood upon it.

The circumstance of finding the deceased, and the hammer, and
the identity of the footsteps, as described by the former witness, were
fully proved by the neighbours whom she had called; and upon, this
evidence the prisoner was convicted and suffered death, but denied
the act to the last.

About four years after, the sister, who had been chief witness,
was extremely ill; and understanding that there were no hopes of
her recovery, she confessed that her father and brother having
offended her, she was determined they should both die; and accord-
ingly, when the former went to milk the cow, she followed him with
her brother's hammer, and in his shoes; that she felled her father
with the hammer, and laid it where it was afterwards found j that
she then went from home, to give a better colour to the horrid
transaction; that her brother was perfectly innocent of the crime for
which he had suffered.

She was immediately taken into custody, but died before she could
be brought to trial.

CASE OE WILLIAM SHAW, EXECUTED ON CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE,
EOR THE   SUPPOSED MURDER  OE   His   DAUGHTER.

An upholsterer of the name of William Shaw,* who was residing
at Edinburgh in the year 1721, had a daughter Catherine, who lived
with him, and who encouraged the addresses of John Lawson, a
jeweller, contrary to the wishes of her father, who had insuperable
objections against him, and urged his daughter to receive the addresses
of a son of Alexander Robertson, a friend and neighbour. The girl
refused most peremptorily. The father grew enraged. Passionate
expressions arose on both sides, and the words <c barbarity, cruelty,
'and death" were frequently pronounced by the daughter. At length
her father left her, locking the door after him.

The apartment of Shaw was only divided by a slight partition
from that of one Morrison, a watchcase maker, who had indistinctly
heard the conversation and quarrel between Catherine Shaw and her
father; and was particularly struck with the words she pronounced
so emphatically. For some time after the father had gone out all
was silent; but presently Morrison heard several groans from the
daughter. " He called in some of the neighbours; and these listening
attentively, not only heard the groans, but also her faintly exclaim,
" Cruel father, thou art the cause of my death! " Struck with the
expression, they got a constable, and forced the door of Shaw's apart-
ment, where they found the daughter weltering in her blood, and a
knife by her side. She was alive and speechless, but on question-

* This case is related in La, Pie Voleuse (1815), as an illustration of the danger of
convicting on circumstantial evidence.
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